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7th November 2025 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome Back  
I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable half term break with your families. It’s been wonderful to see our 
students return refreshed, energised, and ready to dive back into their learning. The atmosphere around 
school this week has been incredibly positive, and it’s clear that the time away has done everyone good.  
 
Our Year 11 students have now begun their mock examinations, and I’m pleased to report that they’ve 
approached this important milestone with maturity and focus. Their attitude and commitment have been 
commendable, and we’re proud of the way they are rising to the challenge.  
 
This weekend marks Remembrance Sunday, a time for reflection and gratitude. I will be joined by our Head 
Students at the war memorial on Royal Plain, where they will lay a wreath on behalf of our school 
community. It’s always a moving occasion, and I’m looking forward to seeing so many of our students 
representing their organisations with pride, honouring the sacrifices made by others for the freedoms we 
enjoy today.  
 
On Armistice Day, we will observe a two-minute silence across the school to pay our respects. We would 
be honoured if students who are members of organisations such as the cadets, scouts, or similar groups 
would attend school in their uniform for the day, as a visible sign of remembrance and respect.  
 
As part of our ongoing commitment to remembrance and community support, we are collecting donations 
for the Poppy Appeal during break and lunch times. Every donation, big or small, helps support veterans 
and their families through the Royal British Legion. Thank you for your continued support in helping our 
students engage with this important cause.  
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Children In Need  
 
Next week, we will be supporting Children in Need with a non-school uniform day and a bake sale.  
Key information:  
Students may come to school in non-school uniform on Friday 14th November 2025 but a donation is 
required to take part.  
 
Clothing choices should be suitable for a school environment – outfits should be modest and practical (no 
midriffs, low-cut tops, short shorts, or sleepwear). We are encouraging both parents and staff to wear 
something yellow or spotty as part of their non school uniform.   
 
We will also be holding a bake sale at breaktime, with all proceeds going to Children in Need. Students are 
welcome to bring some money to purchase cakes and treats.  
Donations of baked goods are also very welcome – please bring them to school on Friday 14th November 
or before, please drop these off to the school office.  
Thank you for helping us support such a worthwhile cause!  
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Student of the Week 
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The Library 

This week we have been so excited to be giving a fabulous book to all our Year 7 pupils in their Library 
lessons. 
It really got our year 7’s buzzing about books. Thank you @BookTrust #mybookbuzz 

  

Also, pupils still have time to enter the Bookbuzz competition info below, 
 
Design a Bookmark Competition 

 

Be in with the chance of have your winning design feature in next year’s programme. 

• Feature characters or scenes from your Bookbuzz book. 

• Share reading tips with other students. 

• Represent what reading enjoyment means to you. 
The winner will also win £50 of book tokens; the second and third place runners-up will win £30 of book 
tokens each; and all three students will win a bundle of books worth £100 for their school. 

You can create your bookmark either by hand or digitally. 

Bookmark templates are available in the library; the closing date is: 

Wednesday 10th December -hand in to Miss Cheale. 
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The Library  
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Free School Meals – Check Your Eligibility  
 
If you think your child may be eligible for free school meals, you can apply online and receive an immediate 
response and confirmation email.  
Children who have received free school meals since 1 April 2018 will continue to receive them until the end 
of the 2025/2026 school year, regardless of changes in income.  
 
Use this link to check and Apply for free school meals  
 
If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll also qualify for the Holiday Activity and Food 
Programme. More information from Suffolk County Council is available here  
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School Events 

Week 
Beginning 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

10/11/2025 Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks 

Year 7 Parent 
Evening – 

Meet the 

Tutor 

Year 11 Mocks 

Children in 
Need – Non 

Uniform for a 

donation 

17/11/2025  Year 11 

Geography 
Field Trip 

 Year 8 UEA 

Workshops  
Year 11 Food 

NEA  - All day 

Year 11 Food 

NEA  - Period 
2&3 

24/11/2025    Year 8 STEM 
Event - UEA 

 

01/12/2025  Flu Vaccine 

Mop Up 

   

 

Warm regards,  

Mr P Dougherty  

Head of School  
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