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Dear Parents and Carers,  

  
It has been a busy and highly rewarding week across the school. It was wonderful to see such a strong 
turnout at the Year 9 Options Evening - thank you to all families who attended. The atmosphere was 
fantastic, and it was great to see students engaging so thoughtfully with the information that will help 
shape their choices for next year.  
 
Our Year 8 students have also impressed us with the maturity they have shown during their in-class 
assessments this week. They approached each task with focus and determination, and we look forward to 
reviewing the outcomes in the coming days.  
 
Earlier this week, students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 took part in the Criminal Exploitation presentations, and 
they were exemplary throughout. Their engagement, curiosity and respectful attitudes helped create 
meaningful and important conversations around keeping themselves and others safe.  
 
Year 11 had their group photographs taken on Monday, and they were brilliant. It was a lovely moment to 
capture the cohort as they move into the final stretch of their GCSE journey.  
Looking ahead, Year 11 will soon begin the Speaking and Listening components of their English GCSE over 
the next couple of weeks. Students have been fully preparing for these in class, and we are confident they 
will approach them with the same effort and commitment they’ve shown throughout the year. In addition,  
 
Year 11 will be sitting their next set of mock exams shortly after the half-term break. Staff are working 
closely with students to ensure they feel ready, well-prepared and supported as they move towards these 
important assessments.   
 
Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to another productive and successful week 
ahead.  
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Student of the Week   
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Community student of the week  
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U13 Girls Football Team 

 

This fixture marked the first round of the English Schools FA Cup competition, with Pakefield drawn at 

home against Framingham Earl High School. For several of the girls, this was their first competitive fixture 

representing the school, making it an exciting occasion for the squad. 

The team was made up of a combination of Year 7 and Year 8 students and was captained on the day by 

Esmae Cook. Throughout the match, the girls demonstrated an excellent attitude, showing respect towards 

both their opponents and one another. 

All players were given significant game time, with each girl playing at least half of the match, and they all 

performed extremely well. The team executed the game plan effectively, making good use of our strengths 

by playing into wide areas and delivering crosses into the box. 

Pakefield produced a strong overall performance and ran out convincing 6–1 winners. The goals were 

scored by Luna English, Esmae Cook, Millie Piggin, and Ellie Hill, with two additional goals coming from the 

opposition as own goals. There were also some particularly impressive individual performances from Millie 

Batchelor and Erin Taylor. 

Pakefield now look forward to another home fixture in the next round of the competition. Well done to all 

the girls — a very impressive team performance.  A special mention to two of our Year 11 Sport Studies 

students who officiated the match impeccably, offering guidance and support during the game, Kenny 

Inskip and Harry Minney.   
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Year 8 Basketball  

A range of Year 8 students attended fixtures this week to compete for the annual 3v3 basketball title. 

Students were selected for either their regular attendance at basketball club or their skills demonstrated in 

PE lessons last term.  

Year 8 boys:  

On Monday our boys teams competed for the annual trophy. We took two teams, with one of our teams 

securing 1st place due to their array of skills and good team work and communication. The players of the 

tournament were Oakley S and Buddy.  

Well done to all the boys who attended!  
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Year 8 girls:  

Later in the week our Year 8 girls team then competed at Benjamin Britten High School. They showed 

excellent passing and dribbling skills under pressure and the competition was highly competitive, seeing 

most of the girls scoring baskets. Team A secured one win and then a close draw against the eventual 

tournament winners, they narrowly missed out on the final due to points difference.  

The player of the tournament was Jess as she dominated the attacking play with confident drives to the 

basket and excellent passing and shooting.  

Well done to all the girls who attended!  

 

 

A reminder for any keen basketball players to check our local clubs display in the PE department for 

information on where they can join a team and play basketball in the local area.  
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Free School Meals – Check Your Eligibility  
 
If you think your child may be eligible for free school meals, you can apply online and receive an immediate 
response and confirmation email.  
 
Children who have received free school meals since 1 April 2018 will continue to receive them until the end 
of the 2025/2026 school year, regardless of changes in income.  
 
Use this link to check and Apply for free school meals  
 
If your child is eligible for free school meals,     ’ l also qualify for the Holiday Activity and Food 
Programme. More information from Suffolk County Council is available here  
  
 

School Events  

Week 

Beginning 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

26/01/2026  

 

Year 7 & 8 

UEA 
Workshops 

  Year 8 

HPV Vaccines 

02/02/2026  

 
 

  Year 9 

Parents 
Evening 

Year 10 Earth 

Science Day 
EN6FC 

09/02/2026 SEND Parent 

Evening - 
Online 

  Year 9 

Options 
Deadline 

 

 

 

Warm regards,  

Mr P Dougherty  

Head of School  
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