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Dear Parents and Carers,  

 
As we welcome this half-term break, I’d like to thank you for your support over the course of the first half 
of the year. As a reminder, school resumes on Monday 23rd February, and we expect all students to return 
in full school uniform, ready for a prompt start to the day.  
 
For our Year 11 students, the first round of mock exams begins immediately after the break. These 
assessments are a key milestone in their journey toward the GCSEs, and I know you will continue to 
support them in their preparation.  
 
I would also like to wish those on the Media Trip to Paris a wonderful experience as well.  
 
Thank you for your continued support throughout this half term. I wish you and your families a restful and 
enjoyable break.  
 

Key Reminders   
 
Uniform  
Please ensure your child returns in full compliance with our uniform policy, which is available on our 
website. In summary, students should wear:  

• School blazer or jumper with the school logo  
• White shirt or blouse  
• School tie  
• One of the following:  

o Plain dark grey or black trousers (formal, loose fit, ankle-length)  
o Plain dark grey or black shorts (formal, loose fit)  
o Pleated Pakefield knee-length grey school skirt  

• Polishable or patent formal black shoes  
• Jewellery should be discreet and appropriate for school. Students may wear:  
• One set of plain studs or small sleepers in pierced ears  
• One small nose stud  
• One watch, necklace, bracelet, or ring  
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Equipment  
All students are expected to arrive fully equipped for learning. This includes:  

• A school bag  
• Stationery: black or blue pen, green pen, pencil, ruler  
• Calculator (Casio FX-83 or FX-85 preferred)  
• PE kit (when applicable)  
• Optional: colouring pencils, highlighters, paper glue  

 
 
Request for Uniform Donations  
 
We are reaching out to ask for your support with our school uniform provision at Pakefield High School.  
We want to ensure that all our students have access to the correct uniform options when in school. By 
collecting pre-loved uniform items, we can help families who may be finding uniform costs challenging or 
who needs a temporary loan of some uniform   
 
What we need  
We would be grateful for donations of any clean, good-quality uniform items that your child has outgrown, 
including:  

• School blazers  
• School Jumpers  
• Trousers/School skirts  
• PE kit  
• Ties  

 
How to donate  
Please send any donations into school with your child, who can hand them to their Year Lead. Alternatively, 
you can drop items off at the Main School Office.  
 
Free School Meals – Check Your Eligibility  
If you think your child may be eligible for free school meals, you can apply online and receive an immediate 
response and confirmation email.  
Children who have received free school meals since 1 April 2018 will continue to receive them until the end 
of the 2025/2026 school year, regardless of changes in income.  
Use this link to check and Apply for free school meals  
 
If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll also qualify for the Holiday Activity and Food 
Programme. More information from Suffolk County Council is available here  
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Every Day Counts: Supporting Your Child's Attendance  
We wanted to take a moment to remind you of the vital importance of regular school attendance. 
Research consistently shows that good attendance is one of the strongest predictors of academic success 
and future opportunities for young people.  
 
Why attendance matters  
When students attend school regularly, they:  

• Keep up with their learning and don't fall behind their peers  
• Build strong relationships with teachers and classmates  
• Develop important life skills like punctuality and commitment  
• Have better chances of achieving their full potential in exams and beyond  

 
What good attendance looks like  
We expect all students to maintain above 95% attendance. This means missing no more 
than approximately 7-8 days across the entire school year. Even absences that seem small can add up 
quickly and impact your child's learning.  
How you can help  

• Ensure your child attends every day unless they are genuinely too ill to do so  
• Arrange medical and dental appointments outside of school hours wherever possible  
• Contact the school on the first day of any absence before 9am to explain the reason  
• Talk to us early if your child is finding it difficult to attend school – we're here to support 
you  

 
When to keep your child at home  
Your child should only miss school if they are genuinely too unwell to attend. Minor colds, headaches or 
feeling 'a bit under the weather' are not usually reasons to stay home. If you're unsure, please send them 
in and we can contact you if needed.  
 
Need support?  
If your family is experiencing difficulties with attendance, please don't hesitate to contact us. We can work 
together to identify any barriers and put support in place to help your child return to regular attendance.  
Thank you for your continued support in ensuring your child makes the most of their education.  
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Student of the Week  
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Community student of the week 
 

 

Year 7 Pickleball Team 

 Our Year 7 boys did Pakefield High School 
proud at the North Suffolk Pickleball 
Tournament. Both teams showed 
outstanding teamwork, resilience and 
sportsmanship throughout the competition, 
with impressive improvements in their 
understanding of the rules, communication 
and shot selection as the tournament 
progressed. Competing against nine teams, 
Pakefield finished in an excellent 3rd and 7th 
place overall, narrowly missing out on the top 
spot. A fantastic achievement and a brilliant 
platform to build on. 
 
Well done to all involved! 
 

 

 

                             
      

 i, my  ame is  illie, I m    a d I lo e football   t  rst, 
for about   years, I did gym as cs, the  I decided to try a 
football sessio     er that day, I ha e  layed football 
 o  sto   
I  lay for a girls team a d a boys team  my girls team is 
called  ir ley  meralds a d the boys team is  ir ley 
 oyals  I lo e both teams, as I get to  lay  ith my best 
frie d, a d other frie ds  
I ho e to carry o   layi g football, as it is my  assio  
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Year 8 Girls Cricket  

It was our first indoor cricket event of the year this 

week. Our Year 8 girls performed fantastically, 

finishing in 2nd place after winning against Bungay 

but losing to the overall winners Leman. Both 

matches were very close in runs scored; our win 

came thanks to a challenging boundary stop when 

fielding from Millie, saving us vital points. Some 

excellent bowling from Gracie saw the wickets 

being hit and Amy was our player of the match 

with some excellent catches and quick reactions 

when fielding, as well as some excellent batting.  

Well done to all our girls who represented the 

school at this event!  

 

Girls Under 15 Football Team 

 

Fakenham High 0 – 1 Pakefield High 

We travelled to Fakenham on Monday 9th February. This is 

Round 3 of a national competition. The u15 girls were 

really tested as they had to play with 1 player less due to 

illness and 1 player suffering from concussion. The team 

defended really well led by Sophie Barker, Jess Organ and 

Ruby Bembrick. The midfield battled really well and were 

all over the pitch, they were Ella Jackson, Lola Jay and 

Jasmine Butler. Summer Harlow was our only goal scorer 

and led the attacking line on her own superbly.  

Well done girls! 
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The Library  
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School Events  
 

Week 

Beginning 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

23/02/2026 Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks 
 

Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks 

02/03/2026 Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks 
 

Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks 

09/03/2026   

 

   

16/03/2026     Year 10 
Careers Fair -

L6FC 

23/03/2026    Year 11 - 

Parents 

Evening 
Year 11 - 

Mock Results 

 

 

Warm regards,  
Mr P Dougherty  
Head of School  
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