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Friday 6th February 2026 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

  
As we head into the final week of this half term, I want to extend my thanks to all our students - and to 
you, their parents and carers - for your continued support throughout the term.  
 
We have remained focused on creating a calm, purposeful environment where high-quality learning can 
thrive in every classroom. This reflects the commitment of our staff and the positive engagement of our 
students.  
 
I would also like to thank all the Year 9 parents and carers who attended yesterday’s Parents’ Evening. It 
was a pleasure to welcome you into school and discuss the progress your children are making.  
 
A reminder that the Year 9 Options Form is now open for students to submit their choices for Year 10 GCSE 
subjects. The form must be completed by 5pm on Friday 13 February, and we appreciate your support in 
helping students make thoughtful and well-informed decisions.  
 
 
We have a full week of school ahead before breaking for half term at the end of the day on Friday. Students 
are expected to attend each day next week, and we are grateful for your ongoing support 
in maintaining strong attendance.  
 
Looking ahead, our Year 11 students will begin their second round of mock exams after the break. We look 
forward to seeing how they are progressing as they prepare for their GCSEs, and we are confident they will 
approach this important stage with focus and determination.  
 
Thank you once again for your continued support. I wish you and your families a restful and enjoyable 
weekend.  
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Request for Uniform Donations  
We are reaching out to ask for your support with our school uniform provision at Pakefield High School.  
We want to ensure that all our students have access to the correct uniform options when in school. By 
collecting pre-loved uniform items, we can help families who may be finding uniform costs challenging or 
who needs a temporary loan of some uniform   
 
What we need  
We would be grateful for donations of any clean, good-quality uniform items that your child has outgrown, 
including:  

• School blazers  
• School Jumpers  
• Trousers/School skirts 
•  PE kit  
• Ties  

 
How to donate  
Please send any donations into school with your child, who can hand them to their Year Lead. Alternatively, 
you can drop items off at the Main School Office.  
  
 
 
 
Every Day Counts: Supporting Your Child's Attendance  
We wanted to take a moment to remind you of the vital importance of regular school attendance. 
Research consistently shows that good attendance is one of the strongest predictors of academic success  
and future opportunities for young people.  
 
Why attendance matters  
When students attend school regularly, they:  

• Keep up with their learning and don't fall behind their peers  
• Build strong relationships with teachers and classmates  
• Develop important life skills like punctuality and commitment  
• Have better chances of achieving their full potential in exams and beyond  
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What good attendance looks like  
We expect all students to maintain above 95% attendance. This means missing no more 
than approximately 7-8 days across the entire school year. Even absences that seem small can add up 
quickly and impact your child's learning.  
How you can help  

• Ensure your child attends every day unless they are genuinely too ill to do so  
• Arrange medical and dental appointments outside of school hours wherever possible  
• Contact the school on the first day of any absence before 9am to explain the reason  
• Talk to us early if your child is finding it difficult to attend school – we're here to support 
you  

 
When to keep your child at home  
Your child should only miss school if they are genuinely too unwell to attend. Minor colds, headaches or 
feeling 'a bit under the weather' are not usually reasons to stay home. If you're unsure, please send them 
in and we can contact you if needed.  
 
Need support?  
If your family is experiencing difficulties with attendance, please don't hesitate to contact us. We can work 
together to identify any barriers and put support in place to help your child return to regular attendance.  
 
Thank you for your continued support in ensuring your child makes the most of their education.  

 
 

  
Free School Meals – Check Your Eligibility  
 
If you think your child may be eligible for free school meals, you can apply online and receive an immediate 
response and confirmation email.  
 
Children who have received free school meals since 1 April 2018 will continue to receive them until the end 
of the 2025/2026 school year, regardless of changes in income.  
 
Use this link to check and Apply for free school meals  
 
If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll also qualify for the Holiday Activity and Food Programme. More information 

from Suffolk County Council is available here 
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Student of the Week   
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Community student of the week  

 

Girls Under 15 Football Fixture Pakefield 7 – 0 Thomas Mills High School 

This fixture marked the first round of the English Schools FA Cup competition, with Pakefield drawn at 

home against Thomas Mills High School. 26th January 2026.  

The team was made up of a combination of Year 9 and Year 10 students and was captained on the day by 

Flo Durrant. Throughout the match, the girls demonstrated an excellent attitude, showing respect towards 

both their opponents and one another. 

The girls played with excellent intensity. We didn’t have any substitutes for the game so the girls knew they 

had to give 100%.  

Pakefield produced a strong overall performance and ran out convincing 7–0 winners. The goals were 

scored by Summer Harlow (4), Flo Durrant (1), Sophie Daynes (1) and Lola Jay (1). As the majority of the 

hard work was done, we were able to give some of the ladies a rest and play with a disadvantage for the 

final minutes.  

Pakefield now look forward to an away fixture in the next round of the competition, vs Fakenham High. 

Well done to all the girls — a very impressive team performance. 

                             
      

                                                              
                                                               

                                 

                             
I ve been playing football for    years now and recently I have 
had the opportunity to trial for  u olk  ounty schools  and was 
invited to represent them. I have played   compe  ve matches 
for  u olk now  bea ng  orfolk twice which meant we won The 
 ay  arter  up. We have also played Essex and unfortunately 
lost but then beat  ambridge in the next match. 
 t the minute I currently play in centre mid eld and centre back 
and I m loving the game. The other teams I play for are  orwich 
and  akenham  where I play compe  vely in a league called the 
E  .  s it stands  we currently sit   h in the league with only 
 ve games played but have plenty of games in hand.
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Year 7 Boys Basketball  

Our Year 7 boys competed in their first tournament this week for the annual 3v3 basketball cup. This year 

we saw an excellent standard of play, with many players coming from the local teams: Beccles Bombers 

and Great Yarmouth.  

All of our players did an excellent job, demonstrating their knowledge of the game in competitive matches. 

Our player of the tournament and top scorer was Harry!  

Well done to all of the boys who represented the school for this event.  

Basketball club will continue on Wednesdays until 

February half term. Following this pupils can see the PE department for information on how to join the 

local clubs to develop their skills further.  
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The Library  

 

 

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
http://www.pakefield.org.uk/


 

 

 

Head of School:  Mr P Dougherty 
London Road 
Pakefield 
Lowestoft, NR33 7AQ  
Tel: 01502 530750                              Part of Clarion Corvus Trust 
Email: info@pakefield.org.uk             Registered Office: Kittens Lane, Loddon, NR14 6JU                                               
Online: www.pakefield.org.uk                          Registered Number: 8347874 
Follow us on Facebook: @PakefieldSchool 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
http://www.pakefield.org.uk/


 

 

 

Head of School:  Mr P Dougherty 
London Road 
Pakefield 
Lowestoft, NR33 7AQ  
Tel: 01502 530750                              Part of Clarion Corvus Trust 
Email: info@pakefield.org.uk             Registered Office: Kittens Lane, Loddon, NR14 6JU                                               
Online: www.pakefield.org.uk                          Registered Number: 8347874 
Follow us on Facebook: @PakefieldSchool 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
http://www.pakefield.org.uk/


 

 

 

Head of School:  Mr P Dougherty 
London Road 
Pakefield 
Lowestoft, NR33 7AQ  
Tel: 01502 530750                              Part of Clarion Corvus Trust 
Email: info@pakefield.org.uk             Registered Office: Kittens Lane, Loddon, NR14 6JU                                               
Online: www.pakefield.org.uk                          Registered Number: 8347874 
Follow us on Facebook: @PakefieldSchool 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
http://www.pakefield.org.uk/


 

 

 

Head of School:  Mr P Dougherty 
London Road 
Pakefield 
Lowestoft, NR33 7AQ  
Tel: 01502 530750                              Part of Clarion Corvus Trust 
Email: info@pakefield.org.uk             Registered Office: Kittens Lane, Loddon, NR14 6JU                                               
Online: www.pakefield.org.uk                          Registered Number: 8347874 
Follow us on Facebook: @PakefieldSchool 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
http://www.pakefield.org.uk/


 

 

 

Head of School:  Mr P Dougherty 
London Road 
Pakefield 
Lowestoft, NR33 7AQ  
Tel: 01502 530750                              Part of Clarion Corvus Trust 
Email: info@pakefield.org.uk             Registered Office: Kittens Lane, Loddon, NR14 6JU                                               
Online: www.pakefield.org.uk                          Registered Number: 8347874 
Follow us on Facebook: @PakefieldSchool 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
http://www.pakefield.org.uk/


 

 

 

Head of School:  Mr P Dougherty 
London Road 
Pakefield 
Lowestoft, NR33 7AQ  
Tel: 01502 530750                              Part of Clarion Corvus Trust 
Email: info@pakefield.org.uk             Registered Office: Kittens Lane, Loddon, NR14 6JU                                               
Online: www.pakefield.org.uk                          Registered Number: 8347874 
Follow us on Facebook: @PakefieldSchool 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
http://www.pakefield.org.uk/


 

 

 

Head of School:  Mr P Dougherty 
London Road 
Pakefield 
Lowestoft, NR33 7AQ  
Tel: 01502 530750                              Part of Clarion Corvus Trust 
Email: info@pakefield.org.uk             Registered Office: Kittens Lane, Loddon, NR14 6JU                                               
Online: www.pakefield.org.uk                          Registered Number: 8347874 
Follow us on Facebook: @PakefieldSchool 

 

 

School Events  

Week 

Beginning 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

09/02/2026 SEND Parent 
Evening - 

Online 

Year 11 GCSE 
Food Exam 

Year 11 GCSE 
Food Exam 

Year 11 GCSE 
Food Exam 

Year 9 

Options 
Deadline 

Year 11 GCSE 
Food Exam  

Last Day of 

Term – 
Normal 

finish time 

23/02/2026 Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks 

 

Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks 

02/03/2026 Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks 
 

Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks 

09/03/2026   

 

   

16/03/2026     Year 10 
Careers Fair -

L6FC 

23/03/2026    Year 11 - 

Parents 

Evening 
Year 11 - 

Mock Results 

 

 

Warm regards,  

Mr P Dougherty  

Head of School  
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