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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
This week, we have been celebrating British Science Week with various events happening around the 
school. It has been wonderful to see the fascinating Raku experiments, along with the amazing 
demonstrations delivered in assemblies by our brilliant science team plus the lunch time activities for all 
students to take part in.  
 
Thank you for the continued effort you put into ensuring your child attends school every day. I know 
it isn’t always easy to have them ready and on time, and I want to express my appreciation for the 
important part you play in this. As mentioned last week, we are celebrating attendance with two sets of 
vouchers being awarded—meaning four winners per year group will receive a Free Main Meal and Skip the 
Queue voucher. In addition, on Monday we will be awarding two £5 Amazon vouchers per year group.  
 
This week has also seen important steps in our exam preparation, with the Art Mocks taking place on 
Monday and the French Speaking assessments on Thursday. It was inspiring to witness the hard work and 
determination our students brought to these moments.  
 
As you will be aware, our planned fire drill took place yesterday. Students conducted themselves with great 
maturity, ensuring a calm and safe evacuation. Next week, we will be carrying out our scheduled practice 
of the school’s lockdown procedures.  
 
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend.  
 
 

Every Day Counts: Supporting Your Child's Attendance  
 
We wanted to take a moment to remind you of the vital importance of regular school attendance. 
Research consistently shows that good attendance is one of the strongest predictors of academic success 
and future opportunities for young people.  
 
Why attendance matters  
When students attend school regularly, they:  

• Keep up with their learning and don't fall behind their peers  
• Build strong relationships with teachers and classmates  
• Develop important life skills like punctuality and commitment  
• Have better chances of achieving their full potential in exams and beyond  
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What good attendance looks like  
We expect all students to maintain above 95% attendance. This means missing no more 
than approximately 7-8 days across the entire school year. Even absences that seem small can add up 
quickly and impact your child's learning.  
How you can help  

• Ensure your child attends every day unless they are genuinely too ill to do so  
• Arrange medical and dental appointments outside of school hours wherever possible  
• Contact the school on the first day of any absence before 9am to explain the reason  
• Talk to us early if your child is finding it difficult to attend school – we're here to support 
you  

 
When to keep your child at home  
Your child should only miss school if they are genuinely too unwell to attend. Minor colds, headaches or 
feeling 'a bit under the weather' are not usually reasons to stay home. If you're unsure, please send them 
in and we can contact you if needed.  
 
Need support?  
If your family is experiencing difficulties with attendance, please don't hesitate to contact us. We can work 
together to identify any barriers and put support in place to help your child return to regular attendance.  
Thank you for your continued support in ensuring your child makes the most of their education.  
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Student of the Week   
 

  

Community student of the week 
 

 

 

                             
     

              
 i     n  e is  nik .   h  e  een doin  co pe   e 
swi  in  for      onths now  nd   h  e won   few rew rds 
doin  co pe  ons where   h  e pl ced  st  th in  ll of    
r ces. 
  st rted co pe   e swi  in   s   h  e  lw  s h d   
p ssion for swi  in   nd   h  e swu  for   few clu s    
currentl  swi  for the   lesworth  olphins. 
    o l is to pl ce in the top   in    upco in   ul  
co pe  ons 
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Year 7&8 Netball  

Our final match of the season was on Tuesday against St Felix. It was a tough match with both teams 

moving the ball around the court quickly and with precision. It was lovely to see some of our players really 

developing their footwork and decision making.  

The player of the match for the Pink team was Ellie H and for the Blue team it was Molly. Our top scorer 

was Emily.  

Well done to all the girls for being so dedicated this season; in our final two training sessions on the coming 

Tuesdays we will be doing a shooting workshop and finishing with an in house game on the final Tuesday of 

team that will finish at the slightly later time of 4pm.  

 

 

Local Netball  

It would be great to see some of our girls joining local clubs and training outside school. Some of our 

students have recently joined Beccles Netball Club, who are happy to take on more players for their 

Thursday evening sessions which are for Year 8s and under. They can be found online & in social media 

sites for further details.  
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Houses of Parliament Trip 

The East Suffolk Youth Council representatives for Pakefield High School were invited by Lowestoft MP Jessica Asato 

as well as other East Suffolk MPs to visit the Houses of Parliament on Friday 6th March 2026. The visit included a tour 

of the historic Houses of Parliament as well as time with local MPs to discuss local topics in a parliamentary committee 

room. 

Alfred Trigg (Year 7) and Phoebe Howard (Year 9) 
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The Library  

Our li r r  w s full of cre ti it  this week durin  Cr ft  Tuesd     s students enjo ed   kin   other’s     

cards. 🌸💌  

It was lovely to see so many students taking part and creating thoughtful cards for someone special. 

Thank you to everyone who joined us and helped make it such a fun and busy lunchtime activity. 
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Request for Uniform Donations  
 
We are reaching out to ask for your support with our school uniform provision at Pakefield High School.  
We want to ensure that all our students have access to the correct uniform options when in school. By 
collecting pre-loved uniform items, we can help families who may be finding uniform costs challenging or 
who needs a temporary loan of some uniform   
 
How to donate  
Please send any donations into school with your child, who can hand them to their Year Lead. Alternatively, 
you can drop items off at the Main School Office.  
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Free School Meals – Check Your Eligibility  

If you think your child may be eligible for free school meals, you can apply online and receive an immediate 

response and confirmation email.  

Children who have received free school meals since 1 April 2018 will continue to receive them until the end 

of the 2025/2026 school year, regardless of changes in income.  

Use this link to check and Apply for free school meals  

If your child is eligible for free school meals, the ’ll also qualify for the Holiday Activity and Food 

Programme. More information from Suffolk County Council is available here  

School Events  
 

Week 

Beginning 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

16/03/2026     Year 10 
Careers Fair -

L6FC 

23/03/2026    Year 11 - 
Parents 

Evening 
Year 11 - 

Mock Results 

Last day of 
term school 

finishes 
normal time 

of 3pm 

13/04/2026 Staff PD Day All students 
return to 

school at 

08.25am 

 Year 11 GCSE 
Art Exam – All 

day 

 

Year 11 GCSE 
Art Exam – All 

day 

 

20/04/2026 Year 10 

Exams 

Year 10 

Exams 

Year 10 

Exams Breast 
Cancer 

Awareness 

Workshops - 
Year 9 

Year 10 

Exams 

Year 10 

Exams 

27/04/2026 Year 10 

Exams 

Year 10 

Exams 

Year 10 

Exams 

Year 10 

Exams 

Year 10 

Exams 

 

Warm regards,  
Mr P Dougherty  
Head of School  
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