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Friday 27th March 2026 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
It has been a busy – but short – half-term, filled with enriching opportunities and important milestones for 
our students. In just a few weeks we have welcomed our local MP, Jess Asato, along with representatives 
from Google and YouTube. Year 11 have been completing their Mock Exams, while Year 7 have worked 
through their In-Class Assessments. Beyond the classroom, Year 10 visited Lowestoft Sixth Form College for 
their Careers Fair, Year 8 travelled to the UEA for the UEA Live event, and Year 9 took part in the Festival of 
the Mind trip to East Norfolk Sixth Form College—and that’s only a snapshot of everything that has been 
happening!  
 
Internally, we have also taken this time to reflect on and review several key areas of our provision, 
including our Personal Development curriculum, SEND offer, and a Behaviour & Attitudes review. As you 
would expect, each review involved careful scrutiny of what we do, supported by student input to ensure 
their voices are central. I am pleased to share that these reviews highlighted the excellent work taking 
place across the school, while also providing clear guidance on how we can continue to refine and 
strengthen our practice.  
 
Finally, a reminder that school resumes on Tuesday 14 April.  
 
Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable Easter break.  
 
Mr P Dougherty  
Head of School  
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Key Reminders   
 
Uniform  
Please ensure your child returns in full compliance with our uniform policy, which is available on our 
website. In summary, students should wear:  

• School blazer or jumper with the school logo  
• White shirt or blouse  
• School gold tie  
• One of the following:  

o Plain dark grey or black trousers (formal, loose fit, ankle-length)  
o Plain dark grey or black shorts (formal, loose fit)  
o Pleated Pakefield knee-length grey school skirt  

• Polishable or patent formal black shoes  
• Jewellery should be discreet and appropriate for school. Students may wear:  
• One set of plain studs or small sleepers in pierced ears  
• One small nose stud  
• One watch, necklace, bracelet, or ring  

 
Equipment  
All students are expected to arrive fully equipped for learning. This includes:  

• A school bag  
• Stationery: black or blue pen, green pen, pencil, ruler  
• Calculator (Casio FX-83 or FX-85 preferred)  
• PE kit (when applicable)  
• Optional: colouring pencils, highlighters, paper glue  
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Every Day Counts: Supporting Your Child's Attendance  
We wanted to take a moment to remind you of the vital importance of regular school attendance. 
Research consistently shows that good attendance is one of the strongest predictors of academic success 
and future opportunities for young people.  
 
Why attendance matters  
When students attend school regularly, they:  

• Keep up with their learning and don't fall behind their peers  
• Build strong relationships with teachers and classmates  
• Develop important life skills like punctuality and commitment  
• Have better chances of achieving their full potential in exams and beyond  

 
What good attendance looks like  
We expect all students to maintain above 95% attendance. This means missing no more 
than approximately 7-8 days across the entire school year. Even absences that seem small can add up 
quickly and impact your child's learning.  
How you can help  

• Ensure your child attends every day unless they are genuinely too ill to do so  
• Arrange medical and dental appointments outside of school hours wherever possible  
• Contact the school on the first day of any absence before 9am to explain the reason  
• Talk to us early if your child is finding it difficult to attend school – we're here to support 
you  

 
When to keep your child at home  
Your child should only miss school if they are genuinely too unwell to attend. Minor colds, headaches or 
feeling 'a bit under the weather' are not usually reasons to stay home. If you're unsure, please send them 
in and we can contact you if needed.  
 
Need support?  
If your family is experiencing difficulties with attendance, please don't hesitate to contact us. We can work 
together to identify any barriers and put support in place to help your child return to regular attendance.  
Thank you for your continued support in ensuring your child makes the most of their education.  
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Student of the Week   
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Community student of the week  

 

 

♟️  Chess Trophy Presentation ♟️  

 

Congratulations to Noyal, the Pakefield High School Chess 

Champion! 

It was a great pleasure to celebrate this fantastic achievement 

in our Year 9 Reward Assembly today. This award truly reflects 

focus, skill and determination. 

 

We are very proud of you! 

 

 

 

Pakefield Community Spotlight
Charlotte

        Ω        
 i  y na e is  harlo e and   play for  y lo al ho  ey tea   
 Ωve been playing ho  ey for a fe  years no  and play in 
ad lt leag e ga es     oined the  l b hoping to start 
so ething   had never tried before 
   ish to  on n e playing leag e ga es in the f t re and 
 aybe  a e it to a higher level  s  h as playing for    ol   if 
  have the  han e 
   nd that this sport tea hes yo  a lot of ne  s ills     o ld 
de nitely re o  end this to so eone  ho en oys playing a 
tea  ga e and  o ld li e to try so ething a li le bit 
di erent to  hat yo   o ld nor ally e pe t 
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UEA Live Reading and Writing Event 

 

Students recently had a fantastic trip to the University of East Anglia for 

the UEA Live Reading and Writing event. It was a great chance for them to 

experience what learning on a university campus is like. 

One of the highlights of the day was an author talk from Ashley Hickson-

Lovence, who spoke about his book Wild East and shared his journey as a 

writer. Students really enjoyed hearing about his experiences and what 

inspired his work. 

They also took part in a creative writing workshop led by a PhD student, 

where they explored new ideas and picked up some useful writing 

techniques. 

The feedback from students was really positive. They described the day as inspiring and enjoyable, and said 

they loved being in a  niversity setting   t’s  lear the visit has en o raged lots of the  to  eep reading and 

writing. 
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YouTube and Parent Zone delivered a one-hour Be Internet Safe workshop to a group of Year 9 students. 
The session was designed to help students navigate online environments safely, build digital resilience, and 
recognise misinformation and disinformation. We were also pleased to welcome Jess Asato, Member of 
Parliament, who visited the school during the event. 
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The Library  
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Future Makers is back for 2026 to showcase talented young musicians from across the UK. Up to 8 acts will 

be chosen to perform in front of a live primary school audience and a panel of industry professionals 

The panel will provide constructive feedback and tips to all performers. One act will be selected to receive 

a tailored package of support from the Royal Albert Hall and industry partners. 

Key Dates 

• Competition Entries open: Monday 30 March 2026 

• Competition Entries close: Friday 1 May 2026 

• Live audition dates: Mon 29 or Tue 30 Jun 2026 (at the Royal Albert Hall) 

• Final performance date: Wednesday 4 November 2026 (Royal Albert Hall main stage). Rehearsals 
start at 08:00, and all performers must be available for the full day. 

 
Request for Uniform Donations  
 
We are reaching out to ask for your support with our school uniform provision at Pakefield High School.  
We want to ensure that all our students have access to the correct uniform options when in school. By 
collecting pre-loved uniform items, we can help families who may be finding uniform costs challenging or 
who needs a temporary loan of some uniform   
How to donate  
Please send any donations into school with your child, who can hand them to their Year Lead. Alternatively, 
you can drop items off at the Main School Office.  
 
 
Free School Meals – Check Your Eligibility  
If you think your child may be eligible for free school meals, you can apply online and receive an immediate 
response and confirmation email.  
Children who have received free school meals since 1 April 2018 will continue to receive them until the end 
of the 2025/2026 school year, regardless of changes in income.  
Use this link to check and Apply for free school meals  
If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll also qualify for the Holiday Activity and Food 
Programme. More information from Suffolk County Council is available here  

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
http://www.pakefield.org.uk/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/schools/school-meals-uniforms-and-trips/apply-for-free-school-meals#:~:text=To%20check%20if%20your%20child,relation%20to%20free%20school%20meals.
https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/advice.page?id=Zj4vWQtEbvA
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School Events 
  
  

Week 

Beginning 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

13/04/2026 Staff PD Day All students 
return to 

school at 
08.25am 

 Year 11 GCSE 
Art Exam – All 

day 
 

Year 11 GCSE 
Art Exam – All 

day 
 

20/04/2026 Year 10 

Exams 

Year 10 

Exams 

Year 10 

Exams Breast 
Cancer 

Awareness 

Workshops - 
Year 9 

Year 10 

Exams 

Year 10 

Exams 

27/04/2026 Year 10 
Exams 

Year 10 
Exams 

Year 10 
Exams 

Year 10 
Exams 

Year 10 
Exams 

04/05/2026 BANK 

HOLIDAY  
SCHOOL 

CLOSED 

Year 11 GCSE 

French 
Speaking 

Exam 

Year 11 GCSE 

French 
Speaking 

Exam 

 GCSE Sports 

Studies Exam  

11/05/2026 GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS 
Year 8 

Parents 
Evening 

GCSE EXAMS 

18/05/2026 GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS 

Last day of 
term – school 

finishes at 

normal time 
of 3pm 

 

 

 

Warm regards,  
Mr P Dougherty  
Head of School  
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