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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

Welcome back after the Easter break. It has been a real pleasure to see students returning to school so 
settled, positive and ready to learn. There is a noticeable sense of renewed energy around the school, and 
classrooms have quickly returned to being purposeful and focused. This refreshed start to the term gives us 
an excellent foundation for the busy and important weeks ahead.  
 
This term is a particularly significant one across the school. Our Year 11 students began their GCSE 
examination season this week with their Art exams on Thursday and Friday. The standard of work produced 
was truly impressive, reflecting the creativity, perseverance and dedication the students have shown 
throughout the course. They should feel extremely proud of what they have achieved so far. Looking 
ahead, Year 10 begin their internal exams on Monday, starting with History in the morning. We would like 
to remind families that when students are not sitting an exam, they are expected to attend their normal 
timetabled lessons as usual.  
 
In addition, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will be completing the next round of GL Assessments in 
English, maths and science during this term. These assessments help us to track progress 
and identify where students may need additional support or challenge; further details about these can be 
found later in this newsletter. I am very much looking forward to sharing more of the excellent 
work, achievements and successes of our students with you over the coming weeks. 
 

GL Assessments  
 
At Pakefield High School, over the next few weeks we are completing the GL Assessment Progress Tests to 
help us understand how well our pupils are progressing in key subjects: English, Maths and Science. 
Students in Year 7 and 8 will complete tests in English and Maths, whilst students in Year 9 will complete 
these in all three subjects. All these assessments will be completed in classes.  
 
Progress Tests are nationally standardised assessments that measure your child’s attainment and progress 
in:  

English – including reading comprehension and writing skills  
Maths – covering number, shape, space, and problem-solving  
Science – exploring scientific knowledge and understanding  
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They are designed to give teachers a clear picture of how each child is doing compared to other children of 
the same age across the UK. This will give us the opportunity to identify strengths and areas for support as 
well as help teachers tailor learning to meet individual needs and provide a national benchmark for 
achievement.  
 
How Can You Support at Home?  
 
Talk about learning – ask your child what they’re enjoying or finding tricky  
Encourage reading and problem-solving – these skills support all subjects  
 
Alongside this, we are also giving all students in years 7 to 10 the GL Assessment New Group Reading Test 
(NGRT) to help us understand how well our pupils are developing their reading skills. The NGRT is a 
nationally standardised reading assessment that measures:  

• Reading comprehension  
• Word recognition and decoding  
• Vocabulary knowledge  

 
It adapts to each child’s ability, ensuring the questions are appropriate for their reading level.  
This will enable us to identify strengths and areas for support in reading and gives us a detailed picture of 
your child’s reading age and comprehension level. This helps us plan targeted support and enrichment 
activities where needed.  
 
How Can You Help at Home?  

• Read regularly together – even 10 minutes a day makes a big difference  
• Talk about books – ask questions about characters, plot, and vocabulary  
• Encourage a love of reading – let your child choose books that interest them  

 
If you have any questions about the Progress Tests or the NGRTs, please don’t hesitate to contact the 
school. We will report to you your child’s standardised scores in the report due this half term.  
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Key Reminders   
 
Uniform  
 
Please ensure your child is always in full compliance with our uniform policy, which is available on our 
website. In summary, students should wear:  

• School blazer or jumper with the school logo  
• White shirt or blouse  
• School gold tie  
• One of the following:  

o Plain dark grey or black trousers (formal, loose fit, ankle-length)  
o Plain dark grey or black shorts (formal, loose fit)  
o Pleated Pakefield knee-length grey school skirt  

• Polishable or patent formal black shoes  
• Jewellery should be discreet and appropriate for school. Students may wear:  
• One set of plain studs or small sleepers in pierced ears  
• One small nose stud  
• One watch, necklace, bracelet, or ring  

 
Equipment  
 
All students are expected to arrive fully equipped for learning. This includes:  

• A school bag  
• Stationery: black or blue pen, green pen, pencil, ruler  
• Calculator (Casio FX-83 or FX-85 preferred)  
• PE kit (when applicable)  
• Optional: colouring pencils, highlighters, paper glue  
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Every Day Counts: Supporting Your Child's Attendance  
 
We wanted to take a moment to remind you of the vital importance of regular school attendance. 
Research consistently shows that good attendance is one of the strongest predictors of academic success 
and future opportunities for young people.  
 
Why attendance matters  
When students attend school regularly, they:  

• Keep up with their learning and don't fall behind their peers  
• Build strong relationships with teachers and classmates  
• Develop important life skills like punctuality and commitment  
• Have better chances of achieving their full potential in exams and beyond  

 
What good attendance looks like  
We expect all students to maintain above 95% attendance. This means missing no more 
than approximately 7-8 days across the entire school year. Even absences that seem small can add up 
quickly and impact your child's learning.  
 
How you can help  

• Ensure your child attends every day unless they are genuinely too ill to do so  
• Arrange medical and dental appointments outside of school hours wherever possible  
• Contact the school on the first day of any absence before 9am to explain the reason  
• Talk to us early if your child is finding it difficult to attend school – we're here to support 
you  

 
When to keep your child at home  
Your child should only miss school if they are genuinely too unwell to attend. Minor colds, headaches or 
feeling 'a bit under the weather' are not usually reasons to stay home. If you're unsure, please send them 
in and we can contact you if needed.  
Need support?  
If your family is experiencing difficulties with attendance, please don't hesitate to contact us. We can work 
together to identify any barriers and put support in place to help your child return to regular attendance.  
Thank you for your continued support in ensuring your child makes the most of their education.  
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Student of the Week  
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Community student of the week  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             
     

              
I am a singer   songwriter who plays guitar and performs 
professionally in pubs and cafes. I ve been singing all my life 
but started seeing improvements around     , when I also 
began my guitar lessons. 
 s a child my main inspira on was  elanie  ar ne  
because she used her pla orm and songs to spread 
awareness about various issues in our society.  usic and 
performing has always been a big part of my life and a hobby 
that I have en oyed.  y main goal was to write my own 
songs, which I ve  nally been able to do 

                                                                
                                                                 

                                         

 acey s single is available on  po fy and  pple  usic.
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Duke of Edinburgh – Bronze 

Huge congratulations to our Year 9 students who completed 

their Duke of Edinburgh's award Bronze expedition in Boxford 

this weekend - and our Year 10 Silver students who did it as 

their practice expedition. 

 

Our DofE Co-ordinator Miss Grice said: "The students were a 

real credit to the school throughout the expedition and did a 

fantastic job of navigating their way around the Suffolk 

countryside in sunshine, wind and rain. They had a brilliant, 

positive attitude and I hope they all enjoyed the weekend." 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
http://www.pakefield.org.uk/


 

 

 

Head of School:  Mr P Dougherty 
London Road 
Pakefield 
Lowestoft, NR33 7AQ  
Tel: 01502 530750                              Part of Clarion Corvus Trust 
Email: info@pakefield.org.uk             Registered Office: Kittens Lane, Loddon, NR14 6JU                                               
Online: www.pakefield.org.uk                          Registered Number: 8347874 
Follow us on Facebook: @PakefieldSchool 

 

he Library  
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Free School Meals – Check Your Eligibility  
If you think your child may be eligible for free school meals, you can apply online and receive an immediate 
response and confirmation email.  
Children who have received free school meals since 1 April 2018 will continue to receive them until the end 
of the 2025/2026 school year, regardless of changes in income.  
Use this link to check and Apply for free school meals  
If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll also qualify for the Holiday Activity and Food 
Programme. More information from Suffolk County Council is available here  
 
Request for Uniform Donations  
We are reaching out to ask for your support with our school uniform provision at Pakefield High School.  
We want to ensure that all our students have access to the correct uniform options when in school. By 
collecting pre-loved uniform items, we can help families who may be finding uniform costs challenging or 
who needs a temporary loan of some uniform   
How to donate  
Please send any donations into school with your child, who can hand them to their Year Lead. Alternatively, 
you can drop items off at the Main School Office. 
 

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
http://www.pakefield.org.uk/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/schools/school-meals-uniforms-and-trips/apply-for-free-school-meals#:~:text=To%20check%20if%20your%20child,relation%20to%20free%20school%20meals.
https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/advice.page?id=Zj4vWQtEbvA


 

 

 

Head of School:  Mr P Dougherty 
London Road 
Pakefield 
Lowestoft, NR33 7AQ  
Tel: 01502 530750                              Part of Clarion Corvus Trust 
Email: info@pakefield.org.uk             Registered Office: Kittens Lane, Loddon, NR14 6JU                                               
Online: www.pakefield.org.uk                          Registered Number: 8347874 
Follow us on Facebook: @PakefieldSchool 

 

 
School Events  
 

 

 

Warm regards,  

Mr P Dougherty  

Head of School  

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
http://www.pakefield.org.uk/

