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Friday 24th April 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
This week, our Year 10 students have shown impressive resilience and focus as they began their End of 
Year examinations. They have approached this challenge with determination and maturity, and we are 
confident that this experience will serve them well as they prepare for next year.  
Students in Years 7 to 9 have also been completing their GL Assessments. These assessments are an 
important tool that helps us track students’ progress and identify where additional support or further 
challenge may be needed.  
 
In addition, our Year 9 students took part in Breast Cancer Awareness workshops this week. They engaged 
thoughtfully with the sessions, demonstrating maturity and genuine interest in this important topic.  
 
You may also have seen my recent proposal outlining some suggested changes to the structure of the 
school day. At present, all students follow five lessons each day, with an additional lesson for Years 10 and 
11 on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons.  
From September, we are proposing that all year groups follow the same school day structure, which would 
include:  

• Five lessons on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays  
• Six lessons on Tuesdays and Wednesdays  

The school day would continue to:  
• Begin at 8:30am  
• Follow the same structure for lessons, break, lunch and form time  
• Offer a broad range of after-school clubs and enrichment activities  

On Tuesdays and Wednesdays only, students would have an additional lesson, finishing at 3:50pm. On the 
remaining days, the school day would finish earlier at 2:50pm.  
 
I look forward to hearing your views on this proposal. Please share your feedback using the consultation 
form provided alongside the detailed proposal.  
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Every Day Counts: Supporting Your Child's Attendance  
 
We wanted to take a moment to remind you of the vital importance of regular school attendance. 
Research consistently shows that good attendance is one of the strongest predictors of academic success 
and future opportunities for young people.  
 
Why attendance matters  
When students attend school regularly, they:  

• Keep up with their learning and don't fall behind their peers  
• Build strong relationships with teachers and classmates  
• Develop important life skills like punctuality and commitment  
• Have better chances of achieving their full potential in exams and beyond  

 
What good attendance looks like  
We expect all students to maintain above 95% attendance. This means missing no more 
than approximately 7-8 days across the entire school year. Even absences that seem small can add up 
quickly and impact your child's learning.  
How you can help  

• Ensure your child attends every day unless they are genuinely too ill to do so  
• Arrange medical and dental appointments outside of school hours wherever possible  
• Contact the school on the first day of any absence before 9am to explain the reason  
• Talk to us early if your child is finding it difficult to attend school – we're here to support  
you  

 
When to keep your child at home  
Your child should only miss school if they are genuinely too unwell to attend. Minor colds, headaches or 
feeling 'a bit under the weather' are not usually reasons to stay home. If you're unsure, please send them 
in and we can contact you if needed.  
 
Need support?  
If your family is experiencing difficulties with attendance, please don't hesitate to contact us. We can work 
together to identify any barriers and put support in place to help your child return to regular attendance.  
Thank you for your continued support in ensuring your child makes the most of their education.  
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Community student of the week  
 

 

  
The Library  
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Free School Meals – Check Your Eligibility  
If you think your child may be eligible for free school meals, you can apply online and receive an immediate 
response and confirmation email.  
Children who have received free school meals since 1 April 2018 will continue to receive them until the end 
of the 2025/2026 school year, regardless of changes in income.  
Use this link to check and Apply for free school meals  
If your child is eligible for free school meals, the ’ll also qualify for the Holiday Activity and Food 
Programme. More information from Suffolk County Council is available here 

 

Request for Uniform Donations  
We are reaching out to ask for your support with our school uniform provision at Pakefield High School.  
We want to ensure that all our students have access to the correct uniform options when in school. By 
collecting pre-loved uniform items, we can help families who may be finding uniform costs challenging or 
who needs a temporary loan of some uniform   
How to donate  
Please send any donations into school with your child, who can hand them to their Year Lead. Alternatively, 
you can drop items off at the Main School Office.  
  
School Events  
  

 

 
Warm regards,  
Mr P Dougherty  
Head of School  
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