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8th May 2026 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
  
I hope you all had a refreshing Bank Holiday weekend and were able to enjoy some well-earned rest. It has been 

lovely to welcome students back this week; they have returned to school refreshed, focused and ready to work 

hard, which has made for a really positive start to the week.  

 

Our Year 11 students have now begun their GCSE examinations, marking a significant milestone in their school 

journey. They have already completed their French speaking exams, and today sat their Sports Studies 

assessment. On Monday, we look ahead to our first full cohort examination in English Literature. We are 

incredibly proud of the maturity and commitment our Year 11 students are showing at this important time. To 

support them, we are continuing to offer an Exam Breakfast and Revision Session from 8am on the mornings of 

their exams. I know you will join us in wishing them every success. We would also greatly appreciate the support 

of families in reminding students in other year groups of the importance of being considerate 

and maintaining quietness around exam areas.  

 

Attending school every day remains vital to ensuring students achieve their full potential. We ask for your 

continued support in ensuring your child attends regularly and arrives punctually. Later in this newsletter, you will 

find some helpful guidance and reminders about attendance and how you can support this at home.  

 

In more uplifting news, our Science Department has been enjoying a wonderful hands-on experience recently, 

having incubated a batch of chicken eggs. We are delighted to share that they have now begun to hatch, which 

has been a fantastic opportunity for our students to witness new life and engage in real-world learning. The 

department is also celebrating a very special occasion - Sir David Attenborough’s 100th birthday. To mark this, 

we now have a life-sized David Attenborough in school, which has certainly brought a sense of excitement and 

curiosity!  
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Attendance Expectations – Summer Term  
As we move into the final term of the academic year, we would like to remind all families of the importance 
of excellent attendance, punctuality and readiness to learn.  
Year 11 Attendance Expectations  
With GCSE examinations now underway, full attendance for Year 11 students is expected between now 
and their final examination. There will be no study leave granted during this period. Students continue 
to benefit from attending lessons, revision sessions and targeted support in school right up until their final 
exams. We will be closely monitoring attendance and punctuality throughout the exam season. Any 
unexplained absence will be followed up promptly and may include home visits from members to ensure 
presence to all exams.   
Punctuality to School  
All students are expected to be in school by 8:30am each day and ready for learning. If there is a genuine 
reason for absence or lateness, this must be communicated to the school by a parent/carer. Please note 
that students arriving after 9:00am will receive an unauthorised absence mark for that session. Repeated 
unauthorised late arrivals can contribute towards legal intervention and fixed penalty notices.  
Students Contacting Home Due to Illness  
We would also like to remind families that students should not contact parents/carers directly to arrange 
collection due to illness during the school day. If a student feels unwell, they must speak to a member of 
staff or visit student services so that the school can assess the situation appropriately and ensure the 
correct support and safeguarding procedures are followed.  
Term-Time Holidays  
The Department for Education continues to make clear that holidays should not be taken during term time. 
Absence requests for holidays will not usually be authorised except in exceptional circumstances.  
Parents should also be aware that national penalty notice regulations changed in August 2024. Under the 
updated guidance:  

• A penalty notice may be issued where a child has 10 or more unauthorised sessions of 
absence within a 10-week period.  
• Penalty notices are charged at £80 per parent, per child if paid within 21 days, increasing 
to £160 if paid within 28 days.  
• A second penalty notice issued within a three-year period will automatically be charged at 
the higher rate.  
• Further unauthorised absence may result in legal proceedings being considered.  

We appreciate the continued support of parents and carers in helping maintain high standards of 
attendance and punctuality for all students.  
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Student of the Week   
 

 
 

 

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
http://www.pakefield.org.uk/


 

 

 

Head of School:  Mr P Dougherty 
London Road 
Pakefield 
Lowestoft, NR33 7AQ  
Tel: 01502 530750                              Part of Clarion Corvus Trust 
Email: info@pakefield.org.uk             Registered Office: Kittens Lane, Loddon, NR14 6JU                                               
Online: www.pakefield.org.uk                          Registered Number: 8347874 
Follow us on Facebook: @PakefieldSchool 

 
 

 

Community student of the week 

 

The Library  
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Pakefield High School Book Mastermind County Final 2026 

Each year, Pakefield High School takes part in the inter-school Book Mastermind challenge, and this year 

Oakley represented the school at the county final. 

Oakley performed brilliantly in an exceptionally close competition, finishing 6th out of 10 schools. The 

margins were incredibly tight throughout the leaderboard, with just half a point separating 6th and 5th 

place, and another half a point separating 5th and 4th place. 

He was supported on the day by three fellow students, who attended to cheer him on and celebrate the 

event together as a team. 

The competition brought together schools from across the county, with students answering challenging 

questions on a book of their choice as well as general knowledge. Oakley rose to the challenge and 

demonstrated excellent knowledge and commitment throughout. 

Alongside the competition, students also enjoyed an inspiring author talk and workshop with Julian 

Sedgwick, which gave valuable insight into writing and storytelling. 

O                  “                         ”                          j          x          

A fantastic effort from Oakley representing Pakefield High School — well done 
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Free School Meals – Check Your Eligibility  
If you think your child may be eligible for free school meals, you can apply online and receive an immediate 
response and confirmation email.  
Children who have received free school meals since 1 April 2018 will continue to receive them until the end 
of the 2025/2026 school year, regardless of changes in income.  
Use this link to check and Apply for free school meals  
If your child is eligible for free school meals,     ’ l also qualify for the Holiday Activity and Food 
Programme. More information from Suffolk County Council is available here 

 

Request for Uniform Donations  
We are reaching out to ask for your support with our school uniform provision at Pakefield High School.  
We want to ensure that all our students have access to the correct uniform options when in school. By 
collecting pre-loved uniform items, we can help families who may be finding uniform costs challenging or 
who needs a temporary loan of some uniform   
How to donate  
Please send any donations into school with your child, who can hand them to their Year Lead. Alternatively, 
you can drop items off at the Main School Office.  
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School Events  

Week 
Beginning 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

11/05/2026 GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS 

Year 8 
Parents 

Evening 

GCSE EXAMS 

18/05/2026 GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS 
Last day of 

term – school 

finishes at 
normal time 

of 3pm 

25/05/2026 HALF TERM HALF TERM HALF TERM HALF TERM HALF TERM 

01/06/2026    Year 7 

Parents 
Evening 

 

08/06/2026      

15/06/2026  Year 10 Taster 
Day at East 

Coast College 
(am) 

   

22/06/2026  Year 10 Taster 
Day at 

Lowestoft 
Sixth Form 

College. (am) 

 Year 10 
Reports 

 

 

Warm regards,  

Mr P Dougherty  

Head of School  
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