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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope you have had a productive week.  
 
This week in school has seen our Year 11 students really stepping up as they begin their GCSE 
examinations. There have been seven exams taking place this week, with another seven scheduled for next 
week – a very busy period for them. This can also be a stressful time, with the pressure to perform 
potentially taking a toll on their wellbeing. While encouraging students to work hard remains important, it 
is equally vital that they feel supported throughout the process.  
The NHS has produced a helpful guide for parents on supporting children during exams, including practical 
advice on building healthy routines, recognising signs of stress and creating a positive environment at 
home.  
You can also find additional advice in the Education Hub below:  

• Help your child beat exam stress - NHS  
• How to cope with exam stress – The Education Hub  

 
Away from exams, on Thursday we shared our Activities Week booklet. This is an exciting opportunity for 
students in Years 7 to 9 to take part in a range of new and enriching trips and events. Students have 
understandably been discussing this enthusiastically and planning their choices.  
 
Looking ahead to next half term, we are updating our lunchtime provision, and I have written to you 
outlining these changes. To provide students with positive, structured opportunities during lunchtime, we 
will be offering supervised sports activities for specific year groups on designated days. These activities are 
designed to promote physical activity, support positive behaviour, and ensure that 
lunchtimes remain safe, calm and enjoyable for all students.  
 
Lunchtime activities on offer  
Students will be able to choose from the following:  

• Football on the MUGA, or  
• Indoor sports in the Sports Hall (such as badminton or basketball)  

All activities will be fully supervised by members of staff and will take place 
during students’ allocated lunch periods.  
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Attendance Expectations – Summer Term  
We would like to remind all families of the importance of excellent attendance, punctuality and readiness 
to learn.  
Year 11 Attendance Expectations  
With GCSE examinations now underway, full attendance for Year 11 students is expected between now 
and their final examination. There will be no study leave granted during this period. Students continue 
to benefit from attending lessons, revision sessions and targeted support in school right up until their final 
exams. We will be closely monitoring attendance and punctuality throughout the exam season. Any 
unexplained absence will be followed up promptly and may include home visits from members to ensure 
presence to all exams.   
Punctuality to School  
All students are expected to be in school by 8:30am each day and ready for learning. If there is a genuine 
reason for absence or lateness, this must be communicated to the school by a parent/carer. Please note 
that students arriving after 9:00am will receive an unauthorised absence mark for that session. Repeated 
unauthorised late arrivals can contribute towards legal intervention and fixed penalty notices.  
Students Contacting Home Due to Illness  
We would also like to remind families that students should not contact parents/carers directly to arrange 
collection due to illness during the school day. If a student feels unwell, they must speak to a member of 
staff or visit student services so that the school can assess the situation appropriately and ensure the 
correct support and safeguarding procedures are followed.  
 
Term-Time Holidays  
The Department for Education continues to make clear that holidays should not be taken during term time. 
Absence requests for holidays will not usually be authorised except in exceptional circumstances.  
Parents should also be aware that national penalty notice regulations changed in August 2024. Under the 
updated guidance:  

• A penalty notice may be issued where a child has 10 or more unauthorised sessions of 
absence within a 10-week period.  
• Penalty notices are charged at £80 per parent, per child if paid within 21 days, increasing 
to £160 if paid within 28 days.  
• A second penalty notice issued within a three-year period will automatically be charged at 
the higher rate.  
• Further unauthorised absence may result in legal proceedings being considered.  

We appreciate the continued support of parents and carers in helping maintain high standards of 
attendance and punctuality for all students.  
  

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
http://www.pakefield.org.uk/


 

 

 

Head of School:  Mr P Dougherty 
London Road 
Pakefield 
Lowestoft, NR33 7AQ  
Tel: 01502 530750                              Part of Clarion Corvus Trust 
Email: info@pakefield.org.uk             Registered Office: Kittens Lane, Loddon, NR14 6JU                                               
Online: www.pakefield.org.uk                          Registered Number: 8347874 
Follow us on Facebook: @PakefieldSchool 

 
 
 

 
 

 

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
http://www.pakefield.org.uk/


 

 

 

Head of School:  Mr P Dougherty 
London Road 
Pakefield 
Lowestoft, NR33 7AQ  
Tel: 01502 530750                              Part of Clarion Corvus Trust 
Email: info@pakefield.org.uk             Registered Office: Kittens Lane, Loddon, NR14 6JU                                               
Online: www.pakefield.org.uk                          Registered Number: 8347874 
Follow us on Facebook: @PakefieldSchool 

Student of the Week   

 

 

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
http://www.pakefield.org.uk/


 

 

 

Head of School:  Mr P Dougherty 
London Road 
Pakefield 
Lowestoft, NR33 7AQ  
Tel: 01502 530750                              Part of Clarion Corvus Trust 
Email: info@pakefield.org.uk             Registered Office: Kittens Lane, Loddon, NR14 6JU                                               
Online: www.pakefield.org.uk                          Registered Number: 8347874 
Follow us on Facebook: @PakefieldSchool 

 

Community student of the week  

 

The Library  
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Free School Meals – Check Your Eligibility  
If you think your child may be eligible for free school meals, you can apply online and receive an immediate 
response and confirmation email.  
Children who have received free school meals since 1 April 2018 will continue to receive them until the end 
of the 2025/2026 school year, regardless of changes in income.  
Use this link to check and Apply for free school meals  
If your child is eligible for free school meals,     ’ l also qualify for the Holiday Activity and Food 
Programme. More information from Suffolk County Council is available here  
  
  
Request for Uniform Donations  
We are reaching out to ask for your support with our school uniform provision at Pakefield High School.  
We want to ensure that all our students have access to the correct uniform options when in school. By 
collecting pre-loved uniform items, we can help families who may be finding uniform costs challenging or 
who needs a temporary loan of some uniform   
How to donate  
Please send any donations into school with your child, who can hand them to their Year Lead. Alternatively, 
you can drop items off at the Main School Office.  

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
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https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/advice.page?id=Zj4vWQtEbvA
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School Events 

Week 
Beginning 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

18/05/2026 GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS GCSE EXAMS 
Last day of 

term – school 
finishes at 

normal time of 
3pm 

25/05/2026 HALF TERM HALF TERM HALF TERM HALF TERM HALF TERM 

01/06/2026    Year 7 Parents 
Evening 

 

08/06/2026 Year 10 
Geography 
Field Trip 

Year 10 
Geography 
Field Trip 

   

15/06/2026  Year 10 Taster 
Day at East 

Coast College 
(am) 

   

22/06/2026  Year 10 Taster 
Day at 

Lowestoft Sixth 
Form College. 

(am) 

 Year 10 
Reports 

 

29/06/2026 Author (Ashley 
Hickson-

Lovance) visit & 
talks 

 

 

Year 10 Taster 
Day at East 

Norfolk Sixth 
Form College. 

Silver DofE 
Expedition 

Silver DofE 
Expedition 

 

Silver DofE 
Expedition 

 

06/07/2026 Year 6 
Transition  

Year 6 
Transition  

Year 6 
Transition  

Year 6 
Transition  

Year 11 PROM 

Year 6 
Transition  

13/07/2026 Year 10 Work 
Experience 

Charities Day 

Year 10 Work 
Experience 
Sports Day 

Year 10 Work 
Experience 

Activities Day 

Year 10 Work 
Experience 

Activities Day 
Year 7,8 & 9 

Reports 

Year 10 Work 
Experience 
Rewards & 
Recognition 
Assemblies 

 

Warm regards,  

Mr P Dougherty  

Head of School  
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