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Dear Parents and Carers,  
   
As we finish the GCSE exams, it has been a truly memorable and emotional time for our Year 11 students. 
Their leavers’ assembly was a fitting celebration of their journey with us over the past five years, filled with 
moments of joy, reflection and, at times, a few tears from both staff and students alike. A particular 
highlight was the way in which the rest of the school community came together to support them; the 
Pakefield Clap as Year 11 entered their assembly was a powerful and uplifting gesture that captured the 
spirit and unity of our school.  
 
Our Year 10 students also deserve recognition for the enthusiasm and maturity they demonstrated during 
their recent college taster day. They represented the school superbly and embraced the opportunity to 
explore their next steps beyond secondary education. We look forward to their continued engagement as 
they attend a further taster experience next week. It has also been a pleasure to hear how much our 
visiting primary school pupils have enjoyed their own taster days with us; their excitement and positivity 
remind us of the important role we play in supporting young people at every stage of their educational 
journey.  
 
With the First Light Festival taking place, we hope many of our families enjoy this fantastic local event. It is 
a wonderful opportunity to come together as a community and experience something special. However, 
we would encourage all students to plan ahead, stay with friends, keep communicating with parents and 
carers, and prioritise their wellbeing and safety at all times. Simple steps such as agreeing meeting points, 
staying hydrated, keeping phones charged, and looking out for one another will ensure everyone can enjoy 
the festival safely and responsibly.  
 
As we enter a period of warmer weather, I would like to remind families of our 
expectations regarding school uniform. Students should continue to arrive at school each day in full 
uniform. On hotter days, such as today, staff will inform students when it is appropriate to remove blazers 
and jumpers; however, it is essential that all students come prepared with their complete uniform each 
morning.  
 
Finally, I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to those families who took the time to send “Thank 
a Teacher” messages over the past week. It was wonderful to read so many thoughtful and appreciative 
cards. These messages truly make a lasting impression on our staff and serve as a reminder of the positive 
impact we can all have when we celebrate and acknowledge one another’s efforts. 
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Community student of the week  

 

The Library 

 

                             
                  

            
This week we are celebra ng some recent success from two 
of our students   livia   r   and  a y   r    .  oth of these 
students recently achieved their black belts in  uk  ool on, 
a  orean mar al art. The training to achieve a black belt takes 
years to master, they have both been training for   years so 
this a huge achievement for these students. 
In  ay they undertook   hours of non stop training where 
their black belt was then awarded. 
They recently both took part in a  a onal  uk  ool
tournament against others of the same age and rank. 
 livia came  st in forms,  st in sta  and  nd in techni ues. 
 a y came  nd in forms,  nd in sta  and  th in techni ues. 
 ongratula ons to the hard work, skill and dedica on shown 
by  livia and  a y 
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📚 KS3 AUTHOR VISIT – 29TH JUNE 📚 

Dr Ashley Hickson-Lovence 

Acclaimed novelist and poet 

Author of Wild East 

Upcoming YA novel Dead Ends (2027) 

✨ Discover how writers turn real life into powerful stories 

✨ Be inspired to develop your own writing 

✨ Hear about his journey from Hackney to becoming an author 

📖 Book signing available on the day! 

Books available to buy (£6–£10) 
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Free School Meals – Check Your Eligibility  
 
If you think your child may be eligible for free school meals, you can apply online and receive an immediate 
response and confirmation email.  
Children who have received free school meals since 1 April 2018 will continue to receive them until the end 
of the 2025/2026 school year, regardless of changes in income.  
Use this link to check and Apply for free school meals  
If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll also qualify for the Holiday Activity and Food 
Programme. More information from Suffolk County Council is available here  
  
 School Events  
  

Week 
Beginning 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

22/06/2026  Year 10 Taster 
Day at 

Lowestoft Sixth 
Form College. 

(am) 

   

29/06/2026 Author (Ashley 
Hickson-

Lovance) visit & 
talks 

 

 

Year 10 Taster 
Day at East 

Norfolk Sixth 
Form College. 

Silver DofE 
Expedition 

Silver DofE 
Expedition 

 

Silver DofE 
Expedition 

 

06/07/2026 Year 6 
Transition  

Year 6 
Transition  

Year 6 
Transition  

Year 6 
Transition  

Year 11 PROM 

Year 6 
Transition  

13/07/2026 Year 10 Work 
Experience 

Charities Day 

Year 10 Work 
Experience 
Sports Day 

Year 10 Work 
Experience 

Activities Day 

Year 10 Work 
Experience 

Activities Day 
Year 7,8 & 9 

Reports 

Year 10 Work 
Experience 
Rewards & 
Recognition 
Assemblies 

 

Warm regards,  

Mr P Dougherty  

Head of School  
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