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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope you have had a good week. It has certainly been a busy and productive one here at school.  
It has been pleasing to see how smartly students returned to their full school uniform on Monday following 
last week's heatwave. As always, we continue to monitor temperatures closely and will make any 
necessary adjustments to ensure students remain comfortable and able to learn effectively.  
 
With the Men's Football World Cup continuing, it was great that England's previous match was played at a 
time that allowed many families to enjoy watching it together. Unfortunately, the next round fixture, taking 
place on Sunday night into Monday morning, is less convenient. Please be aware that the Government has 
made it clear that students are expected to attend school as normal on Monday, and usual attendance 
procedures will apply for any lateness or absence. I hope for a strong England performance and look 
forward to welcoming all students into school, ready for an 8.30am start on Monday morning.  
 
I am also writing to inform you of an important change to our mobile phone policy. As you may be 
aware, Department for Education (DfE) guidance requires schools to maintain mobile phone-free learning 
environments. In line with this expectation, Pakefield High School will become a mobile phone-free school 
from September 2026.  
 
This change has been introduced to support learning, improve student wellbeing, reduce distractions and 
encourage positive social interaction throughout the school day.  
Students may still bring a mobile phone to school to support safe travel to and from the site. However, 
upon arrival, phones must be switched off and handed in for secure storage until the end of the school 
day.  
 
We recognise that some students need access to a mobile device for medical, safeguarding or other 
specific reasons. In these circumstances, arrangements will continue to be considered and managed on an 
individual basis.  
 
We are also looking forward to next week as we welcome our incoming Year 6 students for their Transition 
Week. This is always an exciting time for both students and staff, providing an opportunity for our new 
starters to become familiar with the school, meet key members of staff, and begin building friendships 
ahead of September. We are very much looking forward to welcoming them into the Pakefield High School 
community and helping them make a positive start to the next stage of their education.  
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Finally, here at Pakefield High School, our current values are Connect, Achieve and Nurture. As we continue 
to develop our school culture, we are exploring whether a more descriptive and simpler set of values might 
help us communicate our expectations and ethos more clearly to students, staff and families.  
 
One option we are considering is:  
 
Work Hard. Show Respect. Take Part.  
We feel these statements capture our aspirations for every young person:  
 
Work Hard – giving their best in lessons and striving to achieve their potential.  
 
Show Respect – showing respect, empathy and consideration for others.  
 
Take Part – getting involved in school life, opportunities and the wider community.  
 
Before making any decisions, we would really value your views. Do you feel these statements reflect the 
values and culture you would like to see at Pakefield High School? Are there other words or phrases that 
you feel better capture what our school stands for?  
 

Pakefield High School – School Values Consultation – Fill in form  
 
Your feedback is important and will help shape our thinking as we consider the future direction of the 
school.  
  
Thank you for your continued support.  
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Student of the Week   
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The Library  
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The Carnegies 2026: Battle of the Books 

Our Year 9 students had a fantastic time taking part in this 

year’s Carnegies 2026: Battle of the Books event, a brilliant 

day celebrating books, reading, and literary knowledge. 

This year, we entered two teams who competed in four 

exciting rounds: Which Book?, True or False, a video round, 

and an author knowledge round. Students put their 

reading skills to the test and showed great enthusiasm 

throughout the competition. 

They also watched the livestream of the prestigious 

Carnegie Medals awards ceremony and enjoyed a Q&A session with Kate Rolfe, winner of the 2026 

Carnegie Medal for Illustration, who shared insights into her creative process and work as an illustrator. 

As an added treat, students were able to choose a new read from the fabulous pop-up bookshop provided 

by Halesworth Bookshop, ensuring everyone left with even more inspiration to keep reading. 

It was a wonderful celebration of books, reading, and shared enthusiasm. Well done to all of our students 

for representing the school so brilliantly! 
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Inspiring Author Visit from Ashley Hickson-Lovence 

On Monday, we were delighted to welcome award-winning author Ashley 

Hickson-Lovence to Pakefield High School for a fantastic day celebrating 

reading and creative writing. 

Ashley delivered inspiring talks to our Year 7, 8 and 9 students, sharing his 

journey to becoming an author, the inspiration behind his books, and how 

real-life experiences can be transformed into powerful stories. His sessions 

encouraged students to embrace their own experiences, think creatively 

and have confidence in their writing. 

A group of students also enjoyed a hands-on creative writing workshop led 

by Ashley. Through a series of engaging activities—including fast-paced 

freewriting and using images and poetry as inspiration—students 

challenged themselves to think creatively, write with confidence and discover new ways to bring their ideas 

to life. Ashley was incredibly impressed by the standard of writing produced, commenting that it was some 

of the best work he had seen from students this year. 

During break, Halesworth Bookshop joined us for a book signing, giving students the opportunity to 

purchase signed copies of Ashley's books, chat with him and browse a selection of other titles. 

A huge thank you to Ashley Hickson-Lovence for spending the day with us and inspiring our students, and 

to Halesworth Bookshop for supporting the event. We hope the visit has inspired many of our students to 

continue reading, writing and telling their own stories. 
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Free School Meals – Check Your Eligibility  
If you think your child may be eligible for free school meals, you can apply online and receive an immediate 
response and confirmation email.  
 
Children who have received free school meals since 1 April 2018 will continue to receive them until the end 
of the 2025/2026 school year, regardless of changes in income.  
 
Use this link to check and Apply for free school meals  
 
If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll also qualify for the Holiday Activity and Food 
Programme. More information from Suffolk County Council is available here  

 

School Events 
 

Week 

Beginning 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

06/07/2026 Year 6 
Transition  

Year 6 
Transition  

Year 6 
Transition  

Year 6 
Transition  

Year 11 PROM 

Year 6 
Transition  

13/07/2026 Year 10 Work 
Experience 

Charities Day 

Year 10 Work 
Experience 
Sports Day 

Year 10 Work 
Experience 

Activities Day 

Year 10 Work 
Experience 

Activities Day 
Year 7,8 & 9 

Reports 

Year 10 Work 
Experience 
Rewards & 
Recognition 
Assemblies 

 

  
Warm regards,  
Mr P Dougherty  
Head of School  
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