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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
It’s always a pleasure to see so many of our students taking advantage of the wide range of opportunities 
available beyond the classroom. With 51 extra-curricular clubs running each week, it has been wonderful to 
see students discovering new interests, developing their talents and building new friendships through the 
many clubs and activities on offer. The positive impact that participation has on students’ confidence, 
wellbeing and sense of belonging is clear to see, and we are grateful to the staff who give their time to 
make these opportunities possible.  
 
On Thursday evening, we were delighted to welcome Year 10 students and their families to our Raising 
Achievement Evening. It was fantastic to see so many parents and students in attendance, engaging with 
the information and guidance designed to support a successful journey through Key Stage 4. The evening 
provided an opportunity to share key strategies for revision, study habits and preparation for GCSE 
courses, and we thank everyone who took the time to attend. The presentation is linked here and an 
electronic version of the Raising Achievement Booklet is here  
 
Looking ahead, a reminder that our Year 11 Parents’ Evening takes place next week. These meetings 
provide an important opportunity to discuss progress, identify areas for development and ensure students 
are fully supported as they approach their final year of GCSE study. If you have not yet done so, please 
make your appointments through SchoolCloud to speak with your child’s teachers.  
 
A reminder that homework can be viewed with all assignments and due dates through ClassCharts. We also 
encourage families of students in Years 7 to 9 to support the development of literacy skills at home by 
accessing the Bedrock Learning website: https://app.bedrocklearning.org/. This is an excellent resource for 
building vocabulary, reading comprehension and literacy confidence.  
 
As we approach the final weeks of the half term, I would like to thank our students, staff and families for 
their continued commitment and support. There has been much to celebrate already, and I look forward to 
sharing more successes with you in the weeks ahead.  
 
Parent Governor Vacancy  
We currently have a vacancy for a Parent Governor on our Governing Body and would encourage any 
parent or carer who is interested in supporting the strategic development of the school to consider 
applying; if you would like to stand for election, please contact the school via the main office or email 
HeadsPA@pakefield.org.uk for further information and an application form.  
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Fixtures  
 
 
Year 8 Boys Football 

Pakefields Year 8 boys progressed to the next round of the County Cup following a thrilling 3–2 victory over 
Beccles High School. 

Pakefield showed fantastic resilience after finding themselves 2–0 down inside the opening 15 minutes. 
Max Halliday gave Pakefield hope with a well-taken goal before half-time to make it 2–1. 

Pakefield piled on the pressure after the break and deservedly equalised through Oscar Reynolds, who 
finished well from the edge of the area. The comeback was completed shortly afterwards when Oakley 
Liddell-Andrews produced a fantastic strike into the top corner to give Pakefield the lead. 

The boys managed the final 10 minutes brilliantly to secure the 3–2 win and a place in the next round. A 
fantastic comeback and a brilliant team performance — well done, boys! 

Year 8 Girls Football 

Pakefield High School’s Year 8 girls’ football team produced a fantastic performance in their County Cup 
fixture against Benjamin Britten, securing an impressive 10–0 victory. 

Despite having no substitutes available, the girls worked throughout the match and showed great 
determination from start to finish. Playing some excellent attacking football, they created numerous 

chances and were rewarded with a dominant score line. 

Maisie Trussler and Tilly Porter both scored hat-tricks, while Millie Batchelor, Evelyn Malcom, Erin Taylor 
and Millie Piggin each added a goal to complete the scoring. 

The girls displayed excellent teamwork, work rate and resilience throughout the game, particularly given 
that they played the entire match without any substitutes. They should be extremely proud of their 
performance as they progress to the next round of the County Cup. 

 
Duke Of Edinburgh 
 
Year 9 students are invited to sign up for the Duke of Edinburgh's Award. Please see Miss Grice in MFL2 for 

a letter. 
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Apply for free school meals  
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Safeguarding Update: Friendships and Kindness 

Supporting Positive Friendships 

Friendships are an important part of secondary school life. Positive friendships can help young people feel 

a sense of belonging, build confidence and develop important social skills. However, friendships can 

sometimes be challenging, particularly as young people navigate changing relationships, disagreements 

and social pressures. 

As parents and carers, there are ways you can support your child to develop healthy and respectful 

friendships. 

Encourage kindness and respect 

Remind your child that everyone deserves to be treated with kindness, dignity and respect. Encourage 

them to: 

• Listen to others and try to understand different points of view. 
• Include others rather than deliberately leaving someone out. 
• Think carefully about how their words and actions might make someone else feel. 
• Be supportive when a friend is having a difficult time. 
• Respect personal boundaries and understand that people may have different comfort levels. 
• Speak up or seek help if they see someone being bullied, isolated or treated unkindly. 

 

When friendships become difficult 

It is normal for young people to experience disagreements with friends. Encourage your child to talk about 

what has happened and help them consider constructive ways to resolve disagreements. 

It is important, however, to recognise when behaviour goes beyond a normal friendship disagreement. 

Repeated name-calling, humiliation, threats, controlling behaviour, deliberately excluding someone, 

spreading rumours or harmful behaviour online can have a significant impact on a young person's 

wellbeing. 

If your child is worried about a friendship, feels uncomfortable or unsafe, or is concerned about the way 

someone else is being treated, encourage them to talk to a trusted adult. This could be a parent or carer, 

member of school staff, or another trusted adult. 
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A reminder about online friendships 

Friendships increasingly continue outside school through social media, messaging and gaming. Encourage 

your child to consider whether their online behaviour reflects the same kindness and respect expected 

face-to-face. Remind them that messages, images and comments can be misunderstood and can have a 

lasting impact. 

Please encourage your child to come to you or a trusted adult if something online makes them 

uncomfortable, worried or unsafe. 

What parents and carers can do 

Regular, informal conversations can make it easier for young people to talk when something is wrong. 

Rather than only asking, “How was school?”, try asking about friendships, how others are treating them 

and whether they have noticed anyone being left out or struggling. 

Most importantly, reassure your child that asking for help is a strength, not a weakness. If you have a 

safeguarding concern about your child or another young person, please contact the school and speak to a 

member of the safeguarding team. 

 
 
 
 
Find out if your child is eligible for free school meals and how to apply.  
 
You can apply online for free school meals. You'll get an immediate response and confirmation email after 
you've completed your application.  
 
Use this link to check and Apply for free school meals  
 
If your child is eligible for targeted free school meals, they’ll also qualify for the Holiday Activity and Food 
Programme. More information from Suffolk County Council is available here  
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@pakefield.org.uk
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https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/advice.page?id=Zj4vWQtEbvA
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Week 

Beginning 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

12/10/2026   Flu Vaccine Year 11 
Parents 

Evening 

 

19/10/2026 School Photos    PD Day 
No students in 

school 

02/11/2026 Year 11 Mocks 

 

 

Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks 

 

Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks 

09/11/2026 Year 11 Mocks 

 

 

Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks Year 11 Mocks 

 

Year 11 Mocks 

16/11/2026  Year 11 

Geography 
Field Trip - 

Norwich 

 Year 7 

Parents 
Evening – 

Meet the 

Tutor 

 

23/11/2026  

 

 

    

 

 

Warm regards,  
 
Mr P Dougherty  
Head of School  
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